
MINUTES OF THE FULL BOARD MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
RICHLAND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORP 

June 4, 2025 

The full board meeting of directors of Richland Economic Development Corp was 
held at Pella Church, Sidney, MT on June 4, 2025.  The meeting was called to order 
at 6:45 a.m., MST, by President, Jason Brothen. 

Roll Call: The following members were present: 
Leif Anderson Craig Averett Jason Brothen 
Travis Gerten Michele Herres Walt McNutt 
Randy Olson Mark Rehbein  Blaine Rogers 
Gary Schoepp 

Absent: 
Paula Eberling  Dave Garland Shane Gorder 
Bill Henderson  Jamie Malsam Alan Seigfreid 
Morgan Taylor  

Also present were the Executive Director, Leslie Messer, and Project Assistant, 
Amelia Messer.  

Meeting Agenda: The agenda was sent to all directors and presented for approval. There were no 
changes to the agenda and Craig moved to accept the agenda as presented, Blaine 
seconded, unanimously carried. 

Consideration of Minutes: Minutes from May 7, 2024, full board meeting minutes were included in the packet 
and sent before the meeting. Brothen asked for a motion to accept the minutes as 
presented. Mark moved to approve the minutes as corrected, seconded by 
Michele, unanimously carried. 

Consideration of 
Financial reports: Messer went over the financial reports; Blaine moved to approve the financials; 

Travis seconded the motion. Approved. 
New Stockman 
Wealth Rep:  Messer met with Jon Skinner as our new local SWM representative. They discussed 

the policy that the RLF committee selected and pondered new ideas to utilize the 
funds. 

Updates on EDS & CEDS: Becky from KLJ and Messer had a teams call and finalized both of the planning 
documents. We will have 100 printed and bound copies of each to pass out. 
Messer also had three large story boards to assist with the presentation of the 
documents. Will have remaining budget left: will brainstorm against our scope. 
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Updates on Grants: Coal Board grant: Messer submitted the final draw (5) to the coal board for our 
consultation. She also created the closeout report and sent that along with both 
digital copies of the planning documents. We spent the full $45,000 and were 
reimbursed for it. 
EDA grant: With the closeout of the coal board grant, now Messer has submitted 
requests from EDA to reimburse us for our consulting fees. She has sent in the 
financial and progress reports for the quarter ending 3/31. 

Growth Policy  
Stakeholders meeting: Messer participated in the stakeholders meeting at Interstate Engineering and 

the updates for the growth policy.  

National Economic 
Development Week: Messer created emails and posts about economic development during the week 

of May 12-16. She interviewed several small businesses, and posted on 
Instagram, Facebook, and through Mailchimp emails. Our office received a very 
nice compliment on our posts and how impactful that we are to our county. 

County Report: None 

Old/New Business  
& Open Discussion: July Meeting will be on the 2nd. If this changes an email will be sent out. 

Future Meetings: Next full board meeting: Wednesday, July 2, 2025. 
Next executive board meeting: Tuesday, June 24, 2025. 

Adjournment: With no further business, Brothen adjourned the meeting at 7:45 AM. 

Jason Brothen, President     Dave Garland, Secretary 


